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We have had a busy and 
productive summer at PNRA.

I would like to express my 
sincerest appreciation to 
everyone who made a gift 
of financial support during 
the GiveBIG fundraising 
campaign in May. Your 
support makes it possible for 
us to continue the important 
work of the archive.

I am very excited about the 
event we have planned as part of Washington State’s 
commemorations of the 250th birthday of the United 

States. Of course, there is 
no railroad history that 
dates back to the formation 
of the country, but there 
are interesting Pacific 
Northwest connections to 
the train that was deployed 
as a traveling exhibit of 
historical materials for the 
Bicentennial in 1976.

The American Freedom 
Train (AFT) was a 26-

car train led by one of three enormous steam engines 
restored for this purpose. Over a 21 month period from 
April 1, 1975 to December 31, 1976 more than 7 million 
Americans visited the train during its tour of all of the 48 
contiguous states. 

Restoration of Locomotive 4449 took place in Portland, 
and some of the people who worked on the project will 
be sharing their memories at our in-person event at the 
Archive.

Mark your calendar - we hope you can join us on 
September 12th!

Updates from the  
Executive Director

OFFICIAL 2026 PARTNER

R H O s
(Partner Railroad Heritage Organizations)

Boeing Employee Model Railroad Club

Cascade Rail Foundation

Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad

Great Northern Railway Historical Society

Northern Pacific Railway  
Historical Association 

Spokane, Portland & Seattle  
Railway Historical Society

Online Presentation Series

The series is currently on summer break after an 
excellent season of interesting topics and speakers that 
concluded in June. Thank you to Jonathan Fischer for 
hosting and organizing the successful program.

Intern Program

We’re reviewing materials submitted by candidates from 
the University of Washingon for the fall intern program. 
We will be choosing three of the applicants to work with 
us in the fall, under the guidance of Dean O’Neill.

New Floor

In May we brought in a company to replace the flooring 
in the Boeing Employee Model Railroad Club part of the 
building. Some of the tiles had started coming up and 
the floor was no longer a smooth and safe surface for the 
people working on the layout. The work required moving 
a lot of materials out of the space temporarily, but things 
are now back together. The new floor looks a lot better 
and is safer.
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John E. Lewis Collection

In January 2026 the postal service delivered four large 
boxes to the archives. These boxes had been mailed from 
Baltimore, Maryland 
and inside was a letter 
stating these were 
from the estate of 
John E. Lewis. How 
this collection arrived 
at the archives is an 
interesting tale.

In the 1950’s John 
lived in Washington 
State and he took a 
number of photos 
of the last days of 
Northern Pacific steam 
locomotives. Later he 
moved to Maryland 
and while living there 
he was a neighbor of John Barry who was the editor of 
the Northern Pacific Railway Historical Association 
publication “The Mainstreeter” and John Lewis shared a 
number of his NP images 

During these early years PNRA founder Gary Tarbox 
had been in contact with John but later he lost touch 
with him. Several years ago, Gary tried to contact John 
but after not having any luck he decided to “cold call” 
to the Baltimore area people with the name of John 
Lewis and asked “are you the person who took railroad 
photographs”. On one of these calls the person on the 
other end of the line said “no but my father did”. This 
was John’s son John S. Lewis and Gary explained what 
was going on with the NPRHA and the Pacific Northwest 
Railroad Archive. 

Fast forward to 2026 and John S. Lewis was relocating 
to Montreal and needed to find a home for his late 
father’s railroad photographs and negatives so the four 
boxes were sent to the PNRA. In the donation were the 
Northern Pacific negatives but also some very important 
logging photographs. Over the years John had been 
friends with Walter C. Casler who had published the 
book “The Heisler Locomotive – 1891-1941”. John had 
acquired from Walt his collection of over 500 Heisler 

photographs with most being 8” x 10” prints that were 
made from the original glass plate negatives.

In 1980 John E. Lewis published a book titled 
“Reservation Narrow Gauge” which is a history of the 

three-foot gauge 
Biles-Coleman 
Lumber Company 
which operated near 
Omak, Washington. 
In the donation are 
the negatives for the 
photographs used in 
the book. Also included 
in the donation is an 
extensive collection 
of photographs 
of the three-foot 
gauge Sumpter 
Valley Railway which 
operated in Oregon 
and the recreated 

Sumpter Valley Railroad which operates over the former 
right of way.

Bill McKown Collection

This donation is an addition to material that had been 
previously donated to the PNRA. Bill McKown, who 
operated the brass model train importing company W&R 
Enterprises, was very thorough when he was doing a 
model project. Bill had a strong interest in the Northern 
Pacific Railway and over the years he had acquired an 
extensive number of photographs, drawings and research 
material. The last of Bill’s material was in California and 
in April Volunteer Dean O’Neil picked up 24 Banker’s 
Boxes of material and brought it to the PNRA. 

Bill McKown, Northern Pacific Motor Car B-23 at Auburn on June 6, 1955.

Two-truck Heisler Steam Locomotive for use in Redmond, WA, 1907
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Simpson Timber Company Log Train on Vance Creek Bridge, 1978

One Day, Three Collections

On April 10, 2026 Dean O’Neil delivered the Bill McKown 
collection to the PNRA and after unloading Dean, Rich 
Wilkens and Kent Sullivan headed out to retrieve three 
additional collections from Tacoma and Shelton.

For some-time the PNRA has been working with the 
Washington State Historical Society for the transfer of 
two collections that were better suited to be at the Pacific 
Northwest Railroad Archive. The two collections were 
the Emery J. Roberts Collection and the Northern Pacific 
Railway Engineering Records.

Emery J. Roberts Collection

During the 1930’s an interest in taking photographs of 
railroads in the Pacific Northwest was growing and one 
of these early photographers was Emery J. Roberts. Emery 
was born in Spokane, WA on July 13, 1917 and passed 
away in Tacoma on June 19, 2012. Emery lived most 
of his life in Tacoma and took a substantial number of 
photographs of railroads around his home town as well 
as many other locations in the Pacific Northwest. Besides 
his own images he would also trade negatives and 
photographs with other photographers. This collection 
primarily consists of medium format negatives of logging 
and short line railroads as well as mainline railroads 
such as Northern Pacific, Union Pacific, Great Northern, 
Southern Pacific and Milwaukee Road. Emery was also 
involved with the Northwest Railroad Historical Society 
which had in its membership many well-known Pacific 
Northwest railroad photographers such as Harold Hill 
and Al Farrow. This collection was received in 10 Bankers 
Boxes.

Northern Pacific Engineering Records

This collection consists of 11 boxes of Northern Pacific 
Authorization for Expenditure (AFE) files as well 

as other engineering files. In the 1980’s Burlington 
Northern was disposing of large amounts of engineering 
department files and this wound up in a number of 
different collections. At the PNRA Northern Pacific 
AFE’s for the Tacoma Division can be found in the Jim 
Fredrickson, Tacoma Public Library and John Phillips 
collections. While some of this was taken straight from 
the Burlington Northern other material was saved by 
what is known as “dumpster divers”, those who climbed 
in dumpsters and took the contents home. These files will 
help to fill voids missing at the PNRA.

Peter J. Replinger Collection

This collection contains a substantial amount of research 
material and photographs on the history of Western 
Washington logging railroads. Pete grew up in Shelton, 
Washington and from an early age he would watch the 
Simpson Logging Company log trains as they arrived at 
Shelton.  As he got older Pete would start photographing 
the trains and after being hired by Simpson, he went 
to work on the logging railroad and he would take his 
camera with him, recording scenes from obscure points 
on the system. When he wasn’t working, he could be 
found researching historic newspapers from Mason, 
Grays Harbor and Cowlitz Counties, looking for articles 
on logging and railroads. Another passion of his was 
locating historic logging photographs and making copy 
negatives. Over the years Pete would write numerous 
articles on logging history as well as co-authoring the 
book “Logging to the Salt Chuck” which is a history of the 
Simpson Logging Company. This collection filled 40 plus 
Bankers Boxes and consists of negatives, photographs, 
research files, maps and drawings. Sadly, Pete passed 
away on May 18th.

Northwest Railroad Historical Society Excursion to Lester, WA, 1938
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Revisiting the Bicentennial Freedom Train
Sept. 12, 2026

Part of the Washington State Celebration of America’s 250

Upcoming:
September 2 - 1pm 
Online Presentation Series 
beginning of fall/winter season; check website for detailsl 
Online
September 12 - noon 
Revisiting the Bicentennial Freedom Train 
Pacific Northwest Railroad Archive
September 12 - 7pm 
Arts-A-Glow 
Pacific Northwest Railroad Archive


