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I am pleased to present the first printed newsletter of 2026 and privide you with updates 
on what has been going on at the archive. First off I would like to apologize for the delay 
in getting news out more frequently. We have taken steps to make sure we are back on a 
regular quarterly schedule going forward.

One of the most significant challenges that we faced in late 2025 was a security breach 
of our website by hackers who attempted to extort ransom money from us. They disabled 
the site in such a way that we were able to log into it, but were not able to change or add 
any content. As soon as it was determined that the site had been hacked we took the 
server offline and analyzed what had been done to it. Basically, all of the critical files had 
been corrupted with encryption that prevented them from being altered or accessed in 
any way. We were aware of the vulnerability of running the website on an older version of 
SharePoint on a local server that was unable to accommodate all of the necessary security 
protocols, and we were preparing for Microsoft’s sunsetting of the product altogether 
by migrating more of the content to Railroad Archives Online. Significant progress had been made, but it was 
unfortunate that our timeline for resolving this was moved forward as an emergency rather than on our own terms.

We did not go too far in exploring the option of paying the ransom for getting our site back. The process to contact 
the hackers was itself too dangerous and we would have no guarantee that they would restore all of our data if we 
paid them. So we made the decision to move forward with deploying a completely new, redesigned website, and 
republishing content from the old site to Railroad Archives Online and the new website.

All of the data that was published on the old website came from our digital holdings, so we did not lose any 
information that cannot be found and published on another platform, but there is a considerable amount of labor 
involved in locating and reconfiguring.

The new website is much more user-friendly and easier to navigate. We will continue to add new content to it 
regularly, and will use it to make announcements about what is going on at PBRA. Take a look at the site, and let us 
know what you think: pnrarchive.org.

Updates from the  
Executive Director

Old website New website
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Doug Cummings Collection

In 2025 a significat focus of our collections work was on 
the Cummings collection of photographs, which were 
donated to the archive by the family of Doug Cummings 
after his passing.

Doug was born in Vancouver, British Columbia in 1942 
and from an early age was interested in everything that 
ran on rails. In his early adult years, he worked at a 
Vancouver Island logging operation and was involved 
with its rail operations. Later he earned a degree in 
transportation management and also worked as a pilot 
and as charter bus driver until his retirement in 2012. 
Doug was a prolific photographer and traveler and he 
went around the world in the search of trains, especially 

DEC GN-S-231 - On October 13, 1969 Great Northern EMD 
F7A locomotives 369C and 363C head an abbreviated Train 
Number 357 “International” on the Nickomeki River Bridge at 
Crescent Beach, BC. In 1969 the Great Northern discontinued 
Trains 357 and 358 that ran from Seattle to Vancouver, BC 
but due to an error they did not secure permission from the 
Canadian Government to discontinue the trains. For a period 
they were forced to operate service between White Rock, BC 
and Vancouver until the permission was granted.

DEC MILW-S-360 - In October 1961 Milwaukee Road electric 
locomotive Number E25B rolls a westbound freight train at 
Kittitas, WA.

DEC SP&S-S-129 - On May 24, 1968 Spokane, Portland & 
Seattle Alco C-636 diesel locomotive Number 332 heads an 
Oregon Trunk freight train off of the Celilo Bridge across the 
Columbia River with a final destination of Vancouver, WA.

the remaining railroads operated by steam. In 1991 
Doug became the editor and publisher of the locomotive 
magazine Extra 2200 South and would continue its 
publication until ending in 2008.

Within the donation is a substantial amount of material 
primarily focused on locomotives. As to images there 
is approximately 150,000 slides, about 25,000 medium 
format black & white negatives and about 5,000 prints. 
Also the collection has about 25 Bankers Boxes of 
locomotive and railroad research material that was 
collected by Doug as well as the files from Extra 2200 
South.

We are very grateful to the Cummings family for 
entrusting us as caretakers of this significant body of 
work that grew out of Doug’s lifelong passion for rail 
photography.
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R a i l r o a d  H i s t o r y  T a l k  S e r i e s

Jack Christensen

All of us at PNRA were saddened by the death of Jack 
Christensen in January. He had a valuable and significant 
relationship with PNRA. In addition to the collection of 
his artworks that we hold at the archive, we were able to 
feature his vast knowledge and experience of railroading 
in events and appearances, including the discussion 
with Gary Tarbox that we presented at Highline History 
Museum in 2024.

Gary Tarbox & Jack Christensen, “Grays Harbor Passenger 
Service,” Highline Heritage Museum, January 2024.

Inspired by the symposium we presented last year at 
Auburn Community Center, we have designed a new 
program consisting of four in-person history talks that 
will all take place at the archive. Unlike the full-day 
symposium, these will be afternoon events, and each 
one will be focused on one specific topic or theme.

The inaugural event on March 28th will be a 
presentation on Amtrak Cascades in the Pacific 
Northwest. PNRA Board President Russell Holter 
will give the talk which will include information on 
the restoration of the Talgo bistro car which is part 
of the collection at Northwest Railway Museum in 
Snoqualmie.

The second event in the series will take place in late 
June, as our contribution to the country’s 250 year 
celebrations. Of course railroad history in the Pacific 
Northwest does not go back to 1776, so we decided to 
focus on the rail-related events and displays that were 
part of America’s Bicentennial, 200 years later.

From Jack’s obituary, published in the Seattle Times 
January 24th, 2026.

“Jack had a lifelong love affair with 
railroading, from his first jobs as a teen 
around the Auburn depot to his retirement 
as the senior locomotive engineer in the area. 
After retiring he was active in the Northern 
Pacific Railway Historical Association and the 
Pacific Northwest Railway Archive, sharing 
his knowledge and stories at conventions 
and one-on-one. He deeply treasured the 
friendships he made with rail buffs from the 
local area and across the country.

Jack was a talented artist, known for his 
detailed watercolors of railroad and marine 
scenes.”

PNRA will be hosting a reception and display of Jack 
Christensen’s paintings. This will be open to the public, 
and we encourage people to share their memories of Jack. 
Date and time will be announced soon.

The Freedom Train was a bicentennial-themed 
traveling museum housed in a 26 car train and led 
by a restored 4449 steam engine. In the 21 months it 
traversed the lower 48 states it welcomed more than 7 
million visitors.

The event will include presentations by people whose 
labor in this part of the country contributed to making 
the Freedom Train a success, including people who 
worked on the restoration of the 4449 in Portland, 
Oregon. The day will also include a presentation on 
the Yakima trolleys that were also a Bicentennial 
project. There are a lot of exciting America 250 events 
and activites, and we are glad to contribute some 
interesting rail history.

The topics and presenters for the third and fourth talks 
in the series will be announced later this year.

Dates for the History Talk Series: March 28, June 
27, September 19, November 21. Keep an eye on the 
website and social media for details.



Upcoming Events:
3/18, 4/1, 4/15, 4/29, 5/13, 5/27, 6/10 - 1pm 
Online Presentation Series 
check website for topics and presenters 
Online

March 28, 2026 - 4pm 
History of Amtrak Cascades in the Northwest 
Pacific Northwest Railroad Archive

June 27, 2026 - 1pm  
Railway Celebrations of the Bicentennial 
Pacific Northwest Railroad Archive

425 153rd Street
Burien, WA 98166
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SPRING CLEANING Day 
Volunteers Needed
Saturday, April 25th

10:00am - 4:00pm
The annual archive cleaning day will be on Saturday, 
April 25th. This will not involve heavy labor, but will 
include vacuuming, dusting, discarding items the 
archive no longer needs. Cleaning supplies will be 
provided. If you are able to come help, let us know. A 
free lunch will be provided in the middle of the day.

PNRA Welcomes Bob Cromwell  
to the Board of Directors

Dr. Bob Cromwell, from Vancouver, WA has agreed 
to join the PNRA Board of Directors. Bob brings a 
wealth of experience to the board. He is employed as 
an Archeologist working in the Cultural Resources 
Compliance section of the Transmission Line services 
division of the Bonneville Power Administration.      

2026 Internship Program

This year we have one intern, Angelina Gonzalez, who is 
a graduate student at Norwich University. She is working 
on her capstone program under the direction of Russell 
Holter, and is working on some archival projects for us, 
including an interview of Cesar Vergara, the designer 
of the Amtrak Talgo cars, and an article and slideshow 
of highlights from the WWII materials from the Ruth 
Trueblood Eckes Collection.


