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ARCHIVES UPDATE FOR THE SECOND QUARTER OF 2025

This month PNRA and Cascade Rail
Foundation hosted two presentations with
Frank Zellerhoff recounting his work for the
Milwaukee Road’s unique rail barge operation
on the Seattle waterfront in the 1970s. The first
“On the Waterfront” event took place at Vashon
Heritage Museum on April 5th, and concluded
with a live oral history interview with Mr.
Zellerhoff. The second presentation was at
Highline Heritage Museum on April 12th.

Jonathan Fischer was MC and event

coordinator for both dates. The presentations ) 4
were free for in-person attendees and they were “On the Waterfront” presentation by Frank Zellerhoff at Vashon

1so li t dt dat le wh Heritage Museum, April 5th, 2025. Left to right: Aaron Schwarz,
also live-streamed to accommodate people who Frank Zellerhoff, Jonathan Fischer.

were not able to be there.

UrcoMING EVENTS:

May 7, 2025 1:00pm - Dr Frank Scheer
Train Time at Wallace, Idaho - May 31, 1951
Online

May 21, 2025* 1:00pm - Roy Gelder Revisiting
the rebuilding of the Rock Island
Online

June 4, 2025* 1:00pm - Robert Scott

| == : Regional update on railcams around
Frank Zellerhoff recounts working for the Milwaukee Road’s the Pacific Northwest
unique rail barge operation on the Seattle waterfront in the 1970s. Online

April 12th, 2025, Highline Heritage Museum.
June 18, 2025 1:00pm - Bob Kelly
How to publish a railroad book
To be added to Online

our email list,
send an email to
info@pnrarchive.org.

Email info@pnrarchive.org to get the Zoom link.
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BEMRRC OPEN TO
NonN-BorING EMPLOYEES

If you are interested in joining the club and are
not yet a member, reach out through the Boeing
Employees Model Railroad Club Facebook
page and they will get you what you need.
Even if you don’t work for Boeing, connect
with them and they can work with you. They
can also schedule tours of the layout if you're
interested but not ready to commit to an annual
membership.

If you are not on Facebook, send an email to
info@pnrarchive.org and we’ll connect you
with the club.

Keep up with us on
Social Media

NEw DISPLAY AT THE ARCHIVE

We were given a vintage wood display cabinet
by a local donor who had been storing it
unused for several years. It will be in a central
location in the main archive room. After some

minor restoration work we will select items
from our collections to feature in the case, and it
will be one of the first things that people see as
they walk through our front door.
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FroM THE DESK OF PNRA BOARD PRESIDENT RUSSELL HOLTER

May is our annual GiveBIG fund raiser. It is
at this time that many of you
renew your commitment to see
the archive grow and flourish. I
want to take a moment to thank
each of you for giving to the
PNRA. It can be a struggle. I
know, I'just filed my taxes, and
the prices of necessities seem

to keep going up. I want to
remind you of the good work
that PNRA does in making
records that were once private
and unobtainable, available

to the public—often, just by
asking for them. We only charge
corporations for conducting
records research. Often, there is a land dispute
or lawsuit involved. But for the average rail
enthusiast or for the industrial modeler, no
charge is prescribed. That is because we
depend on you to be our allies in preserving
these fragile records for the benefit of a new
generation of railfans.

Speaking of modelers and railfans, prior to
2025, only current and former employees

of the Boeing Company could belong to the
Boeing Employees Model Railroad Club. With
the permission of Boeing, the club charter has
been amended to allow non-Boeing employees
to join this regional heritage organization.
Belonging to our other partners is easy—just
apply and pay your dues. Now, the door is
open for the public to join the BEMRC. I want to
personally encourage you to lend your support
to the club. The club’s model train layout is our
best source of community outreach. There is a
new railfan born every minute, and the model
railroad excites the imaginations of these young
people who will grow to use our archives
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as they pursue their passion for American
railroading. And joining the club
will help to ensure the viability
of the annual swap meet in Kent.

We have had the pleasure of
receiving a glass case for the
purpose of safely displaying
some items in our special
collections. Special collections
are those items which came to
us that do not necessarily tell

a story, but nonetheless adds

to the context of our history.
These tangible items come to
us in donor collections and

can include small objects that
railroads use every day such as switch locks
and keys. Or marketing items like travel maps,
or ashtrays. Some items are more personal in
nature such as railroad employee service or
safety awards. The next time you come to visit
us, you will be greeted by a small display of
these special collection items. The plan is to
change items on a rotating basis.

RHOs

(Partner Railroad Heritage Organizations)
Boeing Employee Model Railroad Club
Cascade Rail Foundation

Friends of the Burlington
Northern Railroad

Great Northern Railway Historical Society

Northern Pacific Railway
Historical Association

Spokane, Portland & Seattle
Railway Historical Society
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Every spring PNRA participates in GiveBIG, the greater Seattle area’s

focus on charitable contributions. The annual day of giving has grown G IV E O
into PNRA’s primary source of support from individuals, and we are

greatly appreciative of the many donors who choose to coordinate their

gifts with the community-wide initiative.

Your financial gift enables us to continue our important work making

the railroad history of the Pacific Northwest available to anyone in the

world through our website and online collections, and providing us POWERED BY M AY 6 7
with the resources that we need to preserve and organize the original > -
materials of a physical archive that continues to expand through donations from other organizations
and private collectors.

We invite you to become a Friend of PNRA during GiveBIG this year. Supporters become a Friend
of PNRA by making a donation of at least $30 a year or by contributing 30 hours of volunteer time.
The generosity of money and time that the Friends of PNRA provide is key to our ongoing success
as an archive. The donation process is very easy. You can visit our website (pnrarchive.org), mail us
a check, or give through the GiveBIG platform.

PNRA is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code, and our Federal taxpayer ID is 27-1315373.
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